
Reception Newsletter 

Spring (1) Term 
We hope you all had a wonderful restful  break with your families and enjoyed the        

festivities and celebrations. This half term our topic is ‘Books and Beyond’. Each week we 
will continue to have a story of the week which will be the basis for lots of our activities 

within school. Some stories we will be sharing will include ’The Colour Monster’ - exploring 
colour, feelings and emotions, ’Emma Jane’s Aeroplane’ - exploring different countries 

around the world and ’Percy the Park Keeper’ - exploring the natural world.   

Water Bottles 

As part of our topic this half term we will be looking at the 
story The Bouncy Blackbird and Owl Babies and designing 
and making our own bird feeders. Can you please send in a 
clean washed empty bottle for your child. A squash bottle or 
milk bottle are ideal as these are a good size to make a bird 

feeder. Thank you for your continued support.  

Welcome Miss Nock! 
As you will know Mrs Aldridge will be leaving us to begin her Maternity Leave. We wish 
her all the best with her new addition. We are very lucky to have Miss Nock joining us to 
cover Mrs Aldridge’s leave and we know that you will all make her feel very welcome. 

Mrs Aldridge’s intended last day will be Friday 13th January 2023 and Miss Nock will then 
be Sparrows Class Teacher from Monday 16th January.   

End of the Day 
When collecting your child at the end of the 

day can we please ask 
parents/guardians stand 
back from the classroom 
doors to ensure we can 
see everyone and safely 

dismiss the children. If you 
would like to speak to 
your child’s teacher please wait until they 

have finished dismissing the children.  
 

Important Dates 
Friday 13th January - Mrs Aldridge’s Last 
Day 

Half Term – Week Beginning 
20th February 

 
Thursday 2nd March – World Book Day 

 
Wednesday 
15th March –          
Reception Ash End 
Farm  



Asthma Inhalers/Medical   
If your child suffers from asthma please check that your child’s asthma 

inhaler is in date.  
 

If there have been any changes to your child’s dietary or medical needs 
please ensure you let us know.  

  

PE 
This half term this children will be beginning fortnightly PE sessions, your child will be     
required to come into school wearing suitable clothes for indoor PE consisting of dark   
coloured jogging bottoms or shorts, a white t shirt and suitable pumps or trainers. You 
will receive a Marvellous Me reminder prior to each session to ensure you know when 

your child is required to wear their PE clothes. The first session will be on                           
Friday 10th February 2023.  

What are we learning?/How Can I Help My Child? 
 Continue to encourage your child to put on their coat and clothes independently 

(including zips). 
 Encourage your child to practise writing each letter sound they have learnt ensuring 

they begin in the correct position and use the correct movement to form the letter.  
 Practise writing very simple sentences including finger spaces, encouraging your 

child to ‘sound out’ the words they want to write. Eg. It is a cat. 
 Encourage your child to recall the ‘pure’ sound of the letter they have learnt that 

day.  
 Share a range of stories with your child asking questions throughout the stories. 

What do you think will happen next? Why did they do that? How do you think he/
she feels?  

 Talk to your child about places you have travelled to, how you got there and what 
you experienced when you were there? 

 Discuss the similarities and differences between places you visited and where you 
live? 

 Were the houses the same? 
 Was the food the same or different?  
 Did the people speak the same language as we do or a different language? 
 Explore the natural world, visit a local park. Discuss how the trees have changed as 

a result of the changing seasons.  
 Explore different ways to make numbers to 6. We can have 3 and 3, 5 and 1 etc.  

Reading! 
Please continue to aim to read with your child four times each 

week. New eBooks are allocated on Friday each week. If you have 
lost your child’s log in please let your child’s class teacher know and 

they will give you another copy of their log in details. Regular                 
reading in Reception in crucial to help the children become                    
confident, fluent readers who can access a range of texts.  


