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Introduction

Each child’s development is unique and special. At Calshot

Primary School we aim to provide a caring and stimulating

environment that will enable your child to progress and reach
his or her full potential.

We recognise the crucial role that you, the parents and
carers play in the education of your child and value your support
in helping to establish strong links between home and school.

We hope that we can begin to form positive home/school links.
We would be grateful if you could spend some time with your
child looking through the pack in the weeks leading up to the

start of the Reception year to help to familiarise them with their

new setting.

For some children starting school can be daunting. We aim to
make your child’s experience of school life as enjoyable as
possible and plan to do this by providing a supportive, calm,
welcoming environment and a smooth start to the Reception
year.

Please return your child’s All About Me booklet when your child
starts school. We will use the information given to get to know
your child and settle them during their first days in school.



Reception Times

We start
school at
8:45 a.m

Please ensure children arrive at school and are collected on time. It is

very important all children arrive on time to ensure they do not miss

activity introductions and are able to access all activities available to
them.

Start and End of the Day Procedures

At the start of the day, we line up in our
classes in the playground and wait for our
teacher to come out and collect us

Please allow your child to line up
independently and do not stand in the line
with your child. The children will be collected
by staff and taken into the school building.

For safety reasons, parents are not permitted to accompany the children
into the cloakroom. If you wish to speak to your child’s teacher, for safety
reasons, where possible please speak to them at the end of the school day

once the children have been dismissed.

At the end of the day the children will be
dismissed from their classroom door.

Please wait by the slide to collect your child.

Please do not wait directly outside the
classroom door as it can be difficult for class
teachers to see all parents/guardians.

If you are late for any reason please be take your child to the
Main School Office.



We cover seven areas of learning within Nursery and Reception through
a range of topics. Below are the areas of learning we cover and the topics

EYFS Areas of Learning

that are covered each term.

Three Prime Areas

Communication and Personal, §ocial and Physical
Language Emotional Development
Development
Four Specific Areas
Literacy Mathematical Understanding | Expressive Arts

Development the World and Design

Our Topics

Further information about our topics can be found on our school website.

Autumn 1 -

Autumn 2 -

Spring 1 -

Spring 2 -

Summer 1 -

Summer 2 -

www.calshot.bham.sch.uk

During our first half term our topic is:
‘Marvellous Me.’

During our second half term our topics is:
‘Seasons and Celebrations.’

Our first topic during the Spring term is:
‘Books and Beyond!

Our second topic during the Spring term is:
‘As We Grow!'

Our first topic during the Summer term is:
‘Terrific Traditional Tales.’

Our second topic during the Summer term is:
‘Sunny at the Seaside.’




Our Uniform and Environmen

Please share these pages with your child prior to their first day in
Reception.

Boys should wear grey trousers, a white polo shirt and a red Calshot school
jumper or a plain red jumper and girls should wear a skirt, dress or trousers and
a white polo shirt with a red Calshot school jumper or red cardigan.
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Your School Bag
You will need it everyday to put all of your
paintings, drawings and letters in. You will put
this in your tray each morning. Please do not
send your child with a rucksack style bag.

This is the cloakroom where the children hang

their coats. Each child has their own picture on

their peg and their tray. This helps them to be
independent.

Our toilets are smaller and especially
designed for young children.

On your child's first day, we will show them
where the toilets are, so they know where to
go to wash their hands or use the toilet.

We have spare clothes available in school, if
your child wets or soils themselves a
member of staff will ensure they are changed
into clean clothes.

If you would like to leave a bag of spare
clothes on your child’s peg you are
welcome to do so.




Our Uniform Stockist

UNIPORMS
Dlus

YOUR LOCALSCHOOLUNIFORM STOCKIST

WE STOCKALLITEMS OFUNIFORM FORYOURSCHOOL INCLUDING

FROM

SWEATSHIRTS (inc. badge) £11.99
CARDIGANS (inc. badge) £12.99
POLO SHIRTS (standard) £7.99
POLO SHIRTS (premium) £8.99
POLAR FLEECE £14.99
COAT (reversible) £18.99
BOOK BAG (inc. badge) £6.50
RUCKSACK (inc. badge) £10.99
TROUSERS £9.99
SKIRTS £6.99
FOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION
T-SHIRTS (inc. badge) £6.99
P.E. BAG (inc. badge) £5.99
SHORTS £4.99

PLUS OPTIONAL P.E. ITEMS-

HOODIES » TRACKTOPS & BOTTOMS
PUMPS - SOCKS

All items for your school can be found by
visiting our online shop and choosing your school

ORDER ONLINE FOR DELIVERY/COLLECTION
OR VISITUS IN STORE

935 Walsall Road, Birmingham B421TN
Tel: 0121357 8285

www.uniformsplus.co.uk




Adult Led Activities
and Independent Activities

Within Reception, we work hard to embed basic skills that the children will
require to access the range of areas of learning within the Early Years
Foundation Stage curriculum. Each day the children have access to a range of
carefully planned activities that help to develop key skills.

Some of these activities are ‘Adult Led’ activities meaning
the children work in small groups with the Class Teacher
or Teaching Assistant. While these 'Adult Led’ activities
take place the children are able to access a range of
carefully planned independent activities to develop their
skills in all areas of the EYFS curriculum.

In our classrooms you will find:
« Reading Area

« Sand and Water Area
« Creative Area

« Maths Area

o Writing Area

« Role Play Area

«  Fine Motor Activities

«  Exploration Pods

«  Construction Activities
« Computing Area

. Malleable Activities

« Listening Area
« Light Box
« Small World Area




Early Reading and Writing
Phonics

At Calshot Primary School, we follow the Essential Letters and Sounds
programme to teach Phonics and enable our children to become fluent
readers and confident writers.

What is Essential Letters and Sounds? What are Phonics?
Essential Letters and Sounds is a Systematic Synthetic Phonics (SSP)

programme, validated by the Department for Education. Through a systematic
approach the pure sound of each sound required to read and write is taught
through whole class, systematic teaching.
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Letter Formation
Using short rhymes called mnemonics, the children learn how to form and

write the letters ensuring they are starting in the correct place and using the
correct clockwise or anticlockwise motion.

Blending and Segmenting
The children are taught how to blend the sounds together to read and write

new words and taught how to listen for individual sounds in words
(segmenting).

Harder to Read and Spell/Tricky words
Some words cannot be spelled phonetically these are identified as 'Harder to

Read and Spell Words' within the programme these have irregular spellings
and the children learn these separately.




Early Reading
eBook Library

OxfordOw_

Once the children have learnt some
letter sounds, they will be assigned a
decodable eBook to read at home. They
will read in school with a teacher or
teaching assistant and will then be
expected to practise their reading further
at home. Reading daily will enable the

children to become

fluent readers who are

LS able to confidently blend sounds in unknown words.
Y\ea\ r.owl

When your child reaches Year One they will receive

Reading Record Book. We will then ask that you make a
small comment in your child’s book each time you read with
them.

If a child is reading regularly at home but
is having difficulties, we may be able to
plan further steps to help them progress.

Fiction and Non-Fiction

Your child may be assigned a mixture of
information (non-fiction) books and story
books (fiction) and will read a range of
texts within school. Some of these books are paired
books, so there may be occasions when your child brings
two books home (Year One). These books are linked and
make links between fiction stories and the real world.

Reading for Pleasure
At Calshot School we encourage all

¢\ staff and children to 'Read for Eﬂf,,,’::""’eqs
Pleasure." Every Friday your child will B
have the opportunity to choose a book > 4

~

to take home and share with an adult.
These books may not be stories that the children can ;
read independently but may be a story they'd love you
to read with them or a story they have enjoyed in class.




Reception Readiness
How Can | Help My Child?

Within Reception, we work hard to encourage the children to become
independent, confident learners and embed basic skills that the children will
require to access the range of areas of learning within the Early Years
Foundation Stage curriculum.

You can help your child to begin to develop these skills before they start
Reception by:

o Singing nursery rhymes and counting songs.

o Counting objects, steps, jumps etc.

o Drawing, practising writing their name and talking
about their pictures.

o Sharing stories.
o Encouraging colouring and early drawing and mark making.

o Encouraging independence, e.g. putting on their own coat
or shoes

Songs and rhymes play a particularly important part of the daily
routine in the Foundation Stage. Nursery rhymes encourage counting,
ordering of numbers, addition, subtraction and the development of other
skills.

Further information about Reception readiness can be found on:
https://startingreception.co.uk

Name Writing @Lﬁ

When showing your child how

to write their name please Q Q Bg [l
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School Meal Information

délce

ation Catering

Dear Parent/Carer
We are the appointed school caterers for Calshot Primary School and are determined to
offer you and your child an excellent service, ensuring every child enjoys their meal and
has the energy to study and learn in the afternoon.

There will be no cost for pupils in Reception / KS1 due to Universal Infant Free School
meal entitlement.

SchoolGrid Account

If you would like your child to have school meals, you will need a SchoolGrid account.
Please provide the school office with your email address to activate an account. You will
then receive an email from SchoolGrid, our software providers, with all of your
necessary login details. By accessing SchoolGrid online you will be able to pre order
meals, view recipes, allergens, ingredients and make payments.

Allergies
If you are having difficulties ticking the allergen information you need, please contact

Customer Care and we will happily make arrangements to accommodate your child’s
individual needs.

Payments
Your Child is in Reception / KS1 which means you are eligible for Universal Free school

meals. This will automatically be set up on your account as free, all the other features
can be used as normal.

Contact Details

Dolce is your catering provider. If you have any questions, comments or

suggestions regarding school meals, allergens, payments etc, please do not hesitate to
contact Dolce Customer Care Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm, on 01942 707709 or by
email to customercare@dolce.co.uk we are always happy to hear from you.

SchoolGrid is the Software provider we use. If you experience any technical issues with
access to SchoolGrid, please contact Live Kitchen technical support on 01506 300310 or
by email to support@schoolgrid.co.uk

Kind Regards,
Dolce Customer Care
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Frequently Asked Questions

What happens if my child has an accident?

If your child has soiled or wet clothing, we have spare clothes available to
change your child. It is desirable that your child is able to help with removing
wet clothing e.g taking off their shoes. If your child comes home wearing our
spare clothes, we ask that these are washed and returned to school as soon
as possible. If your child has a medical concern that may affect their toileting,
please speak to a member of EYFS staff and they will advise you about this.

Does my child need a PE kit?

We will not begin PE lessons until all of the children are completely settled.
When the children are settled, we will give plenty of notice before any PE
sessions commence.

How often do | need to bring their book bag to school?

Your child will need to bring a book bag to school every
day. Please do not send your child with a large bag or
rucksack as space in their drawer is limited.

What is School Fund?

Budgets within schools are very limited. School fund is 50p per week. This
can be paid weekly or half termly. This money allows us to buy extra things for
the children e.g. cooking ingredients. Please ensure that any money sent into
school is in a named envelope.

What is Parent Mail?

We will send messages and letters home using an app called
Parent Mail. At the start of the year, you will be sent a link to
set up your own free Parent Mail account.

Will | get a Newsletter?

Newsletters will be shared every Friday on the school website
www.calshot.bham.sch.uk/parents/newsletters.

Important diary dates can also be found on the school website
www.calshot.bham.sch.uk/parents/times-dates/



A Message from
Our Chair of Governors

THE ROLE OF THE GOVERNOR
My name is Dhamesh Rajput and I'm the Chair of Governors at Calshot
Primary School. On Behalf of the Governing Body, I'd like to welcome you to
our school. We're very pleased that you've chosen to send your child to
Calshot where our standards are high and we strive to maintain them year on
year.

As Governors we play an important part in the running of the school, by
raising and maintaining high standards. The role of the Governing Body is
absolutely key to the effectiveness of a school.

School governors provide strategic leadership and accountability in schools,
meeting regularly to discuss policies, standards and any other issues to do
with the school that may need to be addressed. We work together to offer
solutions where necessary and always question if policies or standards can be
improved.

Being a Governor is a voluntary role and although it can be time consuming it
is also extremely rewarding. A governor's term of office runs for three years in
which time they will be expected to visit the school and attend regular full
governing body meetings and sub committee meetings.

Governors often take on a specific role within the committee to monitor and
feedback on different areas within the school, for example a Link Governor to
a specific subject such as English and Maths. The role can also present
opportunities for gaining new experiences and expanding knowledge.

If, while your child is a pupil at Calshot Primary School, you would like to bring
your knowledge or experience to the Governing Body, you should look out for
vacancies when they become available. Often, we are looking for specific skills
when somebody leaves the Governing Body and this information will be
included in a letter that your child will bring home outlining the procedure for
selection onto the governing body.

Thank you again for joining Calshot primary School. We hope your child will
have an enjoyable and exciting journey here.

Dharmesh Rajput (Chair of Governors)



