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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1  Do you like to give 
presents? 
  
  
To begin to understand 
that presents are about 
giving as well as receiving. 

Ask the children to think about their favourite 
present.  
Then in pairs mime each other’s favourite present 
to the group and get the group to guess what 
their favourite present was. 
Talk to the class about what was the best 
present that they have been given. Move the 
conversation from material goods into the type of 
giving which does not cost money –e.g. a hug or a 
smile.  
Draw a picture of something that you could give 
to someone else over the course of this year e.g., 
respect, listening when someone is talking, 
cheering up someone up who is down, forgiving 
someone who has bothered you, a smile.  

 

Year: Three Term: Autumn One  Cluster:  Compassion Unit:  4 weeks 

Disposition: Sharing and being generous 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

2  Are you rich enough to 
share? 
 
To begin to understand 
that giving doesn’t have to 
be material. 

Read the children the story of The Rainbow Fish. 
Ask the children to write a synopsis of the story. 
What does the story teach about sharing? (E.g. 
friendship is more valuable than riches; sharing 
leads to a better relationship with others; you 
can be happy with very little in the way of 
possessions.) Discuss whether or not there are 
good reasons for sharing. Should sharing be done 
solely for reward or recognition? Is that simply 
extended self-interest? 
  
Ask the children to think about their possessions 
- are they hoarding an excess for themselves? 
Consider holding a class ‘boot’ sale in aid of a 
charity serving poor people. 
  
An excellent Bible story, if you have time, is the 
Rich Fool: Luke 12:15-21 
  
  
  

The Rainbow Fish. 
Marcus Pfister 
ISBN 3 314 21388 3 
 
Bible reference: 
Luke 12:15-21 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

3  What do believers of 
Islam (or other RT) teach 
about sharing with 
others? 
 
 
To explore the sharing 
elements of Ramadan. 
  
  

Zakah is given once every year on savings that have not 
been used for a whole year. Most Muslims, however, give 
Zakah during the month of Ramadan. Zakah is compulsory 
charity and is prescribed by Allah in the Qur’an. 
“Attend to your prayers and pay Zakah. Your good works 
shall be rewarded by Allah. He is watching over all your 
actions” (Qur’an 2:110). 
 
This is material sharing which has not been used by the 
person for one year. The amount prescribed is different 
depending on what material has not been used for a year 
and therefore the appropriate ruling of Zakah needs to be 
applied to it. Materials could be anything eg Jewellery, 
paintings, property, crops, cattle, savings in the bank etc. 
In the case of savings in the bank, if the money has 
remained in the bank and has not been used for a year then 
2.5% of those savings need to be given as Zakah.   
Activity based on sharing counters to illustrate that 2.5% 
is what is given. Show the children on 100 square what 2 
and a half looks like to explain that it is only this amount 
that is given away. 
Zakah is compulsory for Muslims because it is one of the 5 
pillars of Islam. This is different to optional charity, which 
is given voluntarily, and Muslims are expected to be as 
generous as possible. 
  

Counters 
100 square grid 

Year: Three Term: Autumn One  Cluster:  Compassion Unit:  4 weeks 

Disposition: Sharing and being generous 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

4  What do believers of 
Christianity (or other RT) 
teach about sharing with 
others? 
 
To explore the sharing 
elements of Harvest. 

Harvest started out as a thanksgiving to God 
when the food from harvest would be brought in 
and a percentage would be given to God. Way 
back in the Bible, the percentage given was the 
food that the priests lived on but as times 
changed, the produce has been given to those in 
need. 
 
Depending on your school’s commitment to 
Harvest as a festival, you might want to base this 
lesson on the organisation that your school works 
with so that the children know what happens to 
the produce they donate. 
For those schools that don’t have a charity, the 
Salvation Army, Birmingham City Mission  or 
Water Aid are all charities that are involved in 
harvest giving. You can explore these charities on 
their web pages and if necessary contact them 
for more information.  

http://
www2.salvationarmy.org.uk/
uki/www_uki.nsf 
 
http://
www.birminghamcitymission
.co.uk/ 
 
http://www.wateraid.org/ 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1.1  What would it be like if no 
one cared for our world or 
us? 
 
Explore their own 
environment and take 
responsibility for it.  

Talk to the children about the question, ‘What do 
other people do for you?’  
Draw out from them their experiences in and out 
of school. 
Move on to the question, ‘What do you do for 
others?’ 
Then, ‘What do you do for the environment?’ 
 
Discuss with the children the 3 questions and 
answers, which one was the hardest to answer. 
They will probably have found that the 
environmental issue is the trickiest.  
Bring up the idea that their age might influence 
what they are able to do but this doesn’t mean 
they should do nothing.  
The environment doesn’t have to be the whole 
world but just the area that they take up.  
 
 
                             Continued on next page. 

 

Year: Three Term: Autumn One  Cluster:  Compassion Unit:  2 weeks 

Disposition: Caring for others, animals and the environment 

Links with ‘Faith makes 
a difference’ DVD: 
Film clip 11: Being ac-
countable & living with 
integrity, Initial, Fischy 
Music - start time on 
DVD 00:00 

http://www.birmingham-asc.org.uk/disposition_cluster_1.php�
http://www.birmingham-asc.org.uk/�
http://www.birmingham-asc.org.uk/dvd/index.php�
http://www.birmingham-asc.org.uk/dvd/index.php�
http://www.birmingham-asc.org.uk/dvd/index.php�
http://www.birmingham-asc.org.uk/dvd/index.php�


Exemplar Material for a school with majority Christian pupils Cluster Example 1 Teacher Guidance 

Exemplar by Sue Fearon, Claire Finkel, Zahida Hussain, Rosemary Sargent, Simone Whitehouse 
Updated 15 December 2010             www.birmingham-asc.org.uk        Page 6 

Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1.2  What would it be like if no 
one cared for our world or 
us? 
 
Explore their own 
environment and take 
responsibility for it.  

Continued from previous page. 
 
Ask the children to think about the school 
environment and what they can do to help look 
after it, in the classroom, the playground, around 
school.  
If able to, take them outside on a scavenger hunt 
to really enable them to experience their area 
and what is in it - i.e. looking for wild flowers, 
piece of rubbish, leaves, etc. or take magnifying 
glasses and do a mini bug hunt.  
 
If they can’t go outside, get them to create an 
image of what they are going to commit to do to 
look after their environment.  

 

Year: Three Term: Autumn One  Cluster:  Compassion Unit:  2 weeks 

Disposition: Caring for others, animals and the environment 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

2  How does God want 
believers to care for 
others? 
 
Begin to understand the 
special  responsibility that 
Christians are given by 
God, to care for animals. 

Read Genesis 1:28. In this verse, mankind is given 
the responsibility to ‘rule’ over the animals. In 
the original language it is clear that the ruling is 
meant to be caring for and looking after.  
This is the doctrine of stewardship. We are going 
to use this lesson to relate the doctrine of 
stewardship to the care of animals. 
 
What does that mean to have responsibility for 
pets? 
Chose a pet from the list of 6 animals on the 
board (you can make this more or less depending 
on resources  eg, dog, cat, rabbit, snake, gerbil, 
fish). 
Get the children to think about and research into 
the responsibility that would come with choosing 
and looking after their chosen pet, e.g, food, 
time, exercise, habitat, growth, training etc.  
 

Bible reference: 
Genesis 1:28 

Year: Three Term: Autumn One  Cluster:  Compassion Unit:  2 weeks 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1  How are you both 
different from and the 
same as everyone else? 
 
Explore the idea of 
similarity and difference.  

Give the children a mirror and ask them to look at 
themselves in the mirror. Then sit opposite another 
child and describe what they both have in common.   
 
Then read Genesis 1:26, and explain the Christians 
believe that all people are made in God’s image and 
therefore have a lot in common.  
 
In pairs, children sit back to back. One child has built 
a simple Lego model or drawn a simple pattern or 
drawing and the other child has to have the same 
materials. The first child has to instruct the other 
child how to create the same thing.  
 
Afterwards discuss with the children what was 
difficult about this activity. Draw out the fact that 
people think in different ways and therefore, explain 
things differently to how you might. Remember that 
we speak the same language, imagine how hard this 
would have been if it was in a different language.  
 
Read the story of the tower of Babel in Genesis 11: 1-
9.  

Mirrors 
 
Bible references: 
Genesis 1:26 
Genesis 11:1-9 

Year: Three Term: Autumn Two Cluster:  Community Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Creating Unity and Harmony 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

2  What brings believers 
together? 
  
Explore the idea of 
Ummah. 

Show film of Tawaf (Muslims circling the Ka’ba).  
Explain that this is one aspect of Hajj. Hajj is 
one of the 5 pillars of Islam. 
 
HAJJ: 
Read Qur’an 22:26-37, 14:35-41, written on pages 
10-12. 
 
Give pupils the worksheets showing all the other 
rituals of Hajj. 
Ask children to make a list of the rituals in the 
right order in their books. 
Interview a visitor about their Hajj experience. 
  

Channel 4 has a list of 
programmes. 
http://www.channel4.com/
culture/microsites/H/hajj/ 
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Disposition: Creating Unity and Harmony 
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Hajj  
Qur’an 22:26-37, 14:35-41 

 
“And (remember) when We prepared for Abraham the place of the (holy) House, saying: Ascribe thou no 
thing as partner unto Me, and purify My House for those who make the round (thereof) and those who 
stand and those who bow and make prostration. 
And proclaim unto mankind the pilgrimage. They will come unto thee on foot and on every lean camel; they 
will come from every deep ravine, 
That they may witness things that are of benefit to them, and mention the name of Allah on appointed 
days over the beast of cattle that He hath bestowed upon them. Then eat thereof and feed therewith 
the poor unfortunate. 
Then let them make an end of their unkemptness and pay their vows and go around the ancient House. 
That (is the command). And whoso magnifieth the sacred things of Allah, it will be well for him in the 
sight of his Lord. The cattle are lawful unto you save that which hath been told you. So shun the filth of 
idols, and shun lying speech. 
Turning unto Allah (only), not ascribing partners unto Him; for whoso ascribeth partners unto Allah, it is 
as if he had fallen from the sky and the birds had snatched him or the wind had blown him to a far-off 
place. 
That (is the command). And whoso magnifieth the offerings consecrated to Allah, it surely is from 
devotion of the hearts, 
Therein are benefits for you for an appointed term; and afterward they are brought for sacrifice unto 
the ancient House. 
                Continued on next page.  
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Qur’an 22:26-37, 14:35-41 

Continued from previous page. 
And for every nation have We appointed a ritual, that they may mention the name of Allah over the 
beast of cattle that He hath given them for food; and your god is One God, therefore surrender unto 
Him.  
And give good tidings (O Muhammad) to the humble, Whose hearts fear when Allah is mentioned, and the 
patient of whatever may befall them, and those who establish worship and who spend of that We have 
bestowed on them.  
And the camels! We have appointed them among the ceremonies of Allah. Therein ye have much good. So 
mention the name of Allah over them when they are drawn up in lines. Then when their flanks fall (dead), 
eat thereof and feed the beggar and the suppliant. Thus have We made them subject unto you, that 
haply ye may give thanks.  
Their flesh and their food reach not Allah, but the devotion from you reacheth Him. Thus have We made 
them subject unto you that ye may magnify Allah that He hath guided you. And give good tidings (O 
Muhammad) to the good.  
Lo! Allah defendeth those who are true. Lo! Allah loveth not each treacherous ingrate.  
Sanction is given unto those who fight because they have been wronged; and Allah is indeed Able to give 
them victory;  
Those who have been driven from their homes unjustly only because they said: Our Lord is Allah - For 
had it not been for Allah's repelling some men by means of others, cloisters and churches and oratories 
and mosques, wherein the name of Allah is oft mentioned, would assuredly have been pulled down.   
                 Continued on next page.  
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Hajj  
Qur’an 22:26-37, 14:35-41 

Continued from previous page. 
 

Verily Allah helpeth one who helpeth Him.  
Lo! Allah is Strong, Almighty – And when Abraham said: My Lord! Make safe this territory, and preserve 
me and my sons from serving idols.  
My Lord! Lo! they have led many of mankind astray. But whoso followeth me, he verily is of me. And 
whoso disobeyeth me - Still Thou art Forgiving, Merciful.  
Our Lord! Lo! I have settled some of my posterity in an uncultivable valley near unto Thy holy House, our 
Lord! that they may establish proper worship; so incline some hearts of men that they may yearn toward 
them, and provide Thou them with fruits in order that they may be thankful.  
Our Lord! Lo! Thou knowest that which we hide and that which we proclaim. Nothing in the earth or in 
the heaven is hidden from Allah.  
Praise be to Allah Who hath given me, in my old age, Ishmael and Isaac! Lo! my Lord is indeed the Hearer 
of Prayer. 
My Lord! Make me to establish proper worship, and some of my posterity (also); our Lord! and accept my 
prayer. 
Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents and believers on the day when the account is cast.” 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

3  What brings believers 
together? 
 
Explore the significance 
of ihram. 

Show people wearing a variety of clothes.  Start 
looking specifically at groups.  Can the children group 
them by their clothes? i.e. uniforms, street trends, 
religious clothes, people wearing the ihram. 
Discuss why the children think that Muslims wear the 
ihram (unstitched clothing). 
Muslims believe that unity is expressed by all wearing the 
same clothing and reinforcing the message from Allah that 
all human beings are equal.  The equality comes from ihram 
being the same cloth with no stitching because people can’t 
be more fashionable, wealthy, etc. The difference comes 
from the worldwide congregation. Everyone must make the 
journey once in their life and be the same when they are 
there. The end of Hajj is marked by a celebration called 
Eid al Adha.  Muslims believe that each belongs to the 
Ummah, the world wide community of Islam. Hajj is  an 
opportunity to discuss any issues facing members of the 
Ummah. The main significance of Hajj is the realisation 
that all human beings are equal and that they all belong to 
one universal family. 
The ability to discuss issues as a community is 
something we have in schools too, what is it? Discuss 
in small groups issues that they could bring to school 
council.    

Photographs/pictures of 
people wearing different 
clothes. 

Year: Three Term: Autumn Two Cluster:  Community Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Creating Unity and Harmony 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1  What is good about taking 
part? 
 
Know that being a 
Christian involves doing 
things together, including 
worship.  

Discuss with the children various activities that they 
take part in at school, in clubs, or in places of worship. 
Which activities are enjoyable? 
Why do they enjoy taking part? 
 
Draw out concepts, such as being part of a bigger 
group/thing, common purpose and sense of belonging. 
One of the things that Christians do together is to 
worship. This can be done on any day, but it is 
particularly done on Sundays. 
 
From the pupils own experience or from research, 
establish what makes up a Christian worship service. 
Straightforward analysis of a Christian service should 
make it clear that words play a significant part in 
Christian worship. Words are important in the Bible 
reading, preaching, praying and hymn singing. 
 
Watch Disposition film—Expressing Joy. 
 
Invite a visitor to talk for 10 minutes about the 
church service where they worship and the children 
ask questions. 

“Faith Makes a Difference” 
DVD film on disposition —
Expressing Joy.  
(www.birmingham-asc.rg.uk) 
 

Year: Three Term: Autumn Two Cluster:  Community Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Participating and Willing to Lead 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

2  How do Christians worship 
together at Christmas? 
 
Learn about special ways 
that Christians worship 
together at Christmas.  

In addition to weekly Sunday worship, Christians 
have special worship services at certain times of 
the year.  
Depending on the denomination of a church, 
Christians may celebrate with a carol service, 
Christingle service or a crib service. Some 
Christians celebrate Midnight Mass on Christmas 
Eve, whilst others celebrate on Christmas 
morning.  
Explore one or more of these special Christmas 
services, possibly one of the most interesting to 
the children may be Christingle, see resources 
for how to make a Christingle. 
 
You could contact your local church to see if you 
could involve the children in any of these 
services.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/tees/content/
articles/2007/12/05/
christingle_feature.shtml 
 
http://whychristmas.com/customs/
christingles.shtml 
Good background, child friendly with 
the history and meaning of 
Christingles. 
 
Very good, child friendly step-by-
step instructions to make 
Chrstingles. 
http://www.request.org.uk/infants/
festivals/christmas/christingle/
christingle01.htm 
 
Printable instructions 
http://www.request.org.uk/infants/
festivals/christmas/christingle/
christingle.pdf 

 
Good printable history but a bit too 
complicated for Children 
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
resources/documents/Appeals/
christingle/1485_full.pdf  

Year: Three Term: Autumn Two Cluster:  Community Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Participating and Willing to Lead 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

3  How do Christians worship 
together at Christmas? 
 
Learn that the words 
Christians sing are as 
important as the words 
they say.  

Create a mind-map plotting all the Christmas carols/songs 
that children know. 
Evaluate the songs and sort into: 
A) clearly Christian, i.e. Relating specifically to the Biblical 
Christmas Story;  
B) vaguely  Christian, i.e. Seeming to tell the Christmas 
story but having no Biblical references, e.g. Little Donkey; 
C) Secular e.g. When Santa got stuck up the chimney or 
Jingle Bells. 
 
Move on to look at the words of a selection of Christmas 
carols. Suggested carols to look at include: 
Once in Royal David’s City,  
Oh Little Town of Bethlehem,  
Like a Candle Flame (in Everyone’s Singing Lord). 
 
Investigate with the class the story behind the words of 
the carols.  
Read the Biblical account of the first Christmas (Matthew 
1:18-  2:23 and Luke 1:26-38, 2:1-21). Don’t be put off by 
the seeming length of the passage, it is not excessive. 
Possibly ask the children to check the words of a carol 
against the Bible story to see which parts are included and 
which are left out. 

Words to carols: 
 
Once in Royal David’s City,  
Oh Little Town of 
Bethlehem,  
Like a Candle Flame (in 
“Everyone’s Singing Lord”) 
 
Bible references: 
Matthew 1:18-   2:23 and 
Luke 1:26-38, 2:1-21) 

Year: Three Term: Autumn Two Cluster:  Community Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Participating and Willing to Lead 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1  Does it matter if people 
are not fair? 
 
Begin to expose the 
children to the reality of 
prejudice.  

Teacher to develop the idea of prejudice with the 
children based on something simple like hair 
colour, house setting or age. 
Teacher treats children in different ways 
according to the chosen group.   
Children talk/write about how they feel. 
Explain that this was an activity in a classroom 
but in real life this simple segregation does 
happen, give children real examples. 

 

Year: Three Term: Spring One  Cluster:  Choice Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Fair and Just 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

2  What does the Christian 
story of Jacob and Esau 
teach us about fairness? 
 
Begin to understand that 
God’s view of fairness and 
justness is greater and 
longer lasting than our 
human viewpoint. 

Read the Christian story of Jacob and Esau.  
Genesis 25: 19-34 and then 27:1-40. 
This is quite a long story feel free to read it or 
paraphrase it.   
 
Esau was the first-born and should have had the 
birthright but Jacob seemed to trick Isaac, their 
father, into blessing him with this right instead. 
In terms of Christian history Jacob went on to be 
known as Israel and was Father to the nation, but 
in human terms, Esau was treated unfairly. 
Christians believe that God’s plans are perfect. 
God allowed Jacob to become first, which means 
it must be the best and right thing. 
Children could then discuss how the different 
boys felt and how the parents, Rebecca and 
Isaac, felt.   
Read Matthew 20: 13-16. The end of Jesus’ story 
makes it clear that God has the right to decide 
what to do with what is his own (i.e. Money, 
people and world). 

Bible reference: 
Genesis 25: 19-34 and 
Genesis 27: 1-40 
Matthew 20: 13-16.  

Year: Three Term: Spring One  Cluster:  Choice Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Fair and Just 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

3  How do Muslims (RT) show 
that being fair is 
important? 
  
Explore the concept of 
fairness through the 
Islamic story of the black 
stone. 

Tell the Story of the Black Stone (written on 
pages 20-22). 
 
Discuss how everyone felt, once they realised 
they would all be involved, how would everyone 
have felt if only one person had been chosen. 
Children can act the story out (remember no-one 
can represent prophet Mohammad.) 
Or they could draw a picture that best illustrates 
the story. Remember that Muslims do not draw 
the picture of any prophet because this is seen as 
disrespectful. 
  
  
  

Muslim story of The Black 
Stone (found on pages 25-
27). 

Year: Three Term: Spring One  Cluster:  Choice Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Fair and Just 
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The Story of the Black Stone 
 

When prophet reached the age of thirty-five years, he settled by his judgement, a grave dispute which 
threatened to plunge the whole of Arabia into a fresh series of wars. 
  
It was the year 605 A.D. and the people of Makkah were engaged in rebuilding the sacred house of the 
Kaba, the question arose as to who should have the honour of raising the black stone, the most holy relic 
of that house, into its proper place. 
 
According to the Muslim belief the black stone came from the heavens. Adam, the first man created by 
Allah and the first prophet of Islam, upon the orders of Allah, had descended to the Earth with the 
black stone. Later when Adam built the Kaba for the first time in Makkah, upon the orders of Allah, he 
placed the black stone in the sacred house of Kaba. 
  
Prophet Abraham (Ibrahim) much later in the human history on Earth rebuilt the sacred house of Kaba 
at the same spot, upon Allah’s orders, and placed the black stone in the Kaba just as prophet Adam had 
done originally. 
 
As time went past people forgot the teachings of prophet Adam and the teachings of prophet Abraham 
about Allah, however they continued to regard the black stone as a holy relic of that house. 
 
                Continued on next page. 

http://www.birmingham-asc.org.uk/disposition_cluster_1.php�
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The Story of the Black Stone 
Continued from previous page. 
 
In 605 A.D. when the Kaba was being rebuilt, each tribe in Arabia wanted the honour of placing the black 
stone into the structure of the sacred house of Kaba. The senior citizens present at the time said, ‘why 
don’t we wait and let the next person who enters the gate decide who should place the black stone in the 
sacred house of Kaba’. All the people who were arguing with each other agreed. 
 
Everyone’s eyes were on the gate. The person who came through the gate was Mohammad, who later at 
the age of forty was appointed by Allah as the last prophet of Islam. ‘It’s Al-Amin’, cried out the people 
in one voice.  Al-Amin was the title the people of Arabia had given Mohammad which meant the ‘truthful’. 
The senior citizens explained to Mohammad the dilemma they were facing and said, ‘will you please de-
cide who amongst those present should carry the black stone to its final destination. We have all agreed 
that what ever you say will be binding on all those present. 
  
Mohammad was faced with an enormous task and he wanted to ensure that the decision he takes is going 
to be fair and just. After thinking hard for a while he said, ‘bring a cloth sheet that is large enough for 
one representative from each tribe present to stand around’. Once the sheet was bought Mohammad 
placed the black stone in the middle of the sheet.   
 
 
                Continued on next page. 
 

http://www.birmingham-asc.org.uk/disposition_cluster_1.php�
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The Story of the Black Stone 
Continued from previous page. 

 
He then asked a representative of each tribe present to stand around the sheet to share the honour of 
lifting the black stone by taking hold of the cloth. All the representatives of the tribes came forward 
and happily took part in holding the cloth and shared the honour of lifting the black stone. 
 
This advice satisfied all the contending parties. The stone was thus deposited in its place, and the re-
building of the House was completed without further interruption. 
 
 
(taken from the information in ‘The stories of the prophets by Imam Ibn Kathir, translated by Sheikh 
Mohammad Mustafa Gemeiah and edited by Aelfwine Acelas Mischler) 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1.1  Can you let yourself down? 
 
Explore the challenge of 
Iblis. 

Read the Story of The challenge of Iblis (Page 
25) 
 
It is important to remember that Muslims believe 
Allah knows everything that has happened in the 
past, is happening now and will happen in the 
future. The reason why Allah tells this story in 
the Qur’an in this way is because firstly he knows 
that humans learn best through stories and 
secondly because he wanted humans to be aware 
that whilst using the freedom of choice Allah has 
given the humans because he has given the Earth 
and everything in and on the Earth in their trust 
(safe keeping).  
They are always faced with the challenge of Iblis. 
They must always remember they are being 
tempted by Iblis to make decisions which are 
misled (e.g. which lead to creating a society which 
is not just and therefore not peaceful).  
 
                                    Continued on next page. 

Muslim story of The 
Challenge of Iblis (found on 
Page 30). 

Year: Three Term: Spring One  Cluster:  Choice Unit:  2 weeks 

Disposition: Being Accountable and Living with Integrity 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1.2  Can you let yourself down? 
 
Explore the challenge of 
Iblis. 

Continued from previous page. 
 
Allah wants Muslims to think carefully before 
making any decisions or taking any action by 
asking themselves, ‘Is what I am about to do just, 
will my actions hurt anyone?’ 
Those who always think before they act (by doing 
the right thing it does not matter how difficult it 
may be) are Allah’s friends. 
 
Discuss the story with the children. 
Ask children to discuss in pairs if they have ever 
been tempted to not tell the whole truth when 
they have been in trouble. Ask representatives of 
groups to give whole class feed back. 
Ask children to discuss in pairs what makes them 
do the right thing in the end. Ask representatives 
from each group to give whole class feedback. 

Muslim story of The 
Challenge of Iblis (found on 
Page 30). 

Year: Three Term: Spring One  Cluster:  Choice Unit:  2 weeks 

Disposition: Being Accountable and Living with Integrity 
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The Story of The Challenge of Iblis 
 

Allah tells the story of Iblis in the Qur’an, “and remember when Allah said to the angels (and Jinns): ‘I 
am going to create a man from sounding clay of altered black smooth mud. So, when I have fashioned him 
completely and breathed into him (Adam) the soul which I created for him, then fall down prostrating 
yourselves unto him,’ (as a sign of respect and not in worship. So all the angels and Jinns prostrated as 
Allah had commanded except one Jinn called Iblis). 
Allah said to Iblis: ‘O Iblis! What is your reason for not prostrating?’ Iblis said, ‘I am not the one to 
prostrate myself to a human being whom you have created from sounding clay of altered black smooth 
mud’.” (Qur’an 15:28-35). 
“Allah said: ‘What prevented you (Iblis) that you did not prostrate, when I commanded you?’ Iblis re-
plied: ‘I am better than him (Adam), You created me from fire and him You created from clay.’ Allah said: 
‘Get down from here (paradise), it is not for you to be arrogant here’. Iblis asked: ‘Allow me respite 
(keep me alive) till the day of Judgement’. Allah replied: ‘You are one of those allowed respite’.” 
(Qur’an 7:11-15) 
As Iblis left Paradise he made a promise: “This one whom you have honoured above me, I will surely mis-
lead him and his offspring till the day of Judgement”. (Qur’an 17:62) 
 

http://www.birmingham-asc.org.uk/disposition_cluster_1.php�
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

2  What helps Christians own 
up to their own actions? 
  
Introduce the idea that 
God is omniscient (all 
knowing). 
  

Have you ever been in a situation where you have 
done something wrong and your mum or your 
teacher are asking you the questions but they 
already know the answers? 
  
Tell the story of Adam and Eve, Genesis 3: 1-24 
This is the story of Adam and Eve being tricked 
into eating the forbidden fruit. Note that God is 
fully aware of what had happened.  He asks them 
the question so that they have an opportunity to 
explain themselves. 
God is omniscient and can see everything so is 
always aware of what has happened. 
 
Explain that it is easier for believers to own up 
because God already knows the answers, so if you 
own up to God who knows the answers, it is easy 
to own up to someone else. 
  

Bible reference: 
Genesis 3: 1-24 

Year: Three Term: Spring One  Cluster:  Choice Unit:  2 weeks 

Disposition: Being Accountable and Living with Integrity 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1  How do you remember 
special people, places and 
events? 
 
Know that memories are 
more than visual pictures.  

Stimulate a discussion with photos, postcards, 
etc. 
Do we need to have pictures to remember? 
Can we remember more about a person or place 
than we see from the photograph?  
What else can we remember? 
 
Ask the children to write or draw about a place 
or person that has been important to them.  
 
At the end of the lesson, encourage the children 
to share their work, pointing out that none of 
them had a picture as stimulus.  

Visual aids—Photos, 
postcards 

Year: Three Term: Spring Two Cluster:  Commitment Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Remembering Roots 

Links with ‘Faith makes 
a difference’ DVD: 
Film clip 14: Cultivating 
inclusion, identity & be-
longing, Initial, Meeting 
as a community - start 
time on DVD 00:00 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

2  What does Pesach 
(Passover) remember?  
 
Discover what happened 
at the Passover. 

Recap the place/people children remembered 
from last week.  
 
Tell the story of the ten plagues. The final plague 
to strike the land was the death of the first 
born, but the houses of the Hebrews were safe; 
passed over. Hence the festival is called the 
Passover or Pesach in Hebrew.  
Moses led the Hebrew slaves out of Egypt.  
 
Children to draw a Seder plate and label the 
relevance of the items for the meal eg. bitter 
herbs, horse radish as a reminder of the 
harshness of slavery - ready for next week.  

Let My people Go 
9781851752102 
(also Big Book 
9781851752096)  
 
Festivals 
Jean Gilbert 
ISBN 0193212854  
 
My Jewish Faith 
Anne Clarke 
ISBN 023751897-X  
 
Seder plate - artefact  

Year: Three Term: Spring Two Cluster:  Commitment Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Remembering Roots 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

3  How do Jews remember 
Pesach (Passover)?  
 
Discover what happens at 
the Seder service. 

Start the lesson by asking children about when 
their family eats together - might be once a 
week, might be at birthdays, etc. Talk about the 
importance of being together to remember an 
important event. Important to convey the 
mixture of sadness and joy (birthday or when 
someone is ill). Jews do not forget that they were 
once slaves. They celebrate their freedom with 
this meal, story-telling and singing.  
Lay a table ready for the Seder service and 
recap the symbolism of the items on the table - 
children could try matzos (unleavened bread) to 
remember the hasty flight to Egypt.  
Mix and match cards - the meaning of the items 
on the Seder plate and the picture of the item - 
to match up and stick into books.  
Children to plan their own important 
remembrance meal - choose who they would take, 
what food they would have and why they would 
have that food - they could design a menu for 
this or draw the items on a paper plate. 

Let My people Go 
9781851752102 
(also Big Book 
9781851752096)  
 
Festivals 
Jean Gilbert 
ISBN 0193212854  
 
My Jewish Faith 
Anne Clarke 
ISBN 023751897-X  
 
Seder plate - artefact  

Year: Three Term: Spring Two Cluster:  Commitment Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Remembering Roots 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1  What sort of a friend are 
you?  
 
To explore the qualities of 
friendship and the 
characters of Jesus’ 
friends. 

Not all friends are loyal and steadfast.  Jesus 
had 12 special friends, but one of them betrayed 
him.  
 
Ask the children to list the qualities that they 
would look for in 12 friends that they were going 
to leave behind to carry on an important task. Let 
them work in small groups.  
 
Expectations are that they will come out with 
qualities such as, honesty, trust, hardworking, 
public speakers, influential, etc. 
 
Using the Fact Sheet—Disciples (found on next 
page), find out about Jesus’ friends by reading 
the Bible references. 
Would we have picked these 12? 

Fact Sheet—Disciples 
(found on next page) 

Year: Three Term: Spring Two Cluster:  Commitment Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Loyal and Steadfast 

Links with ‘Faith makes a 
difference’ DVD: 
Film clip 18: Being Loyal & 
Steadfast, Initial, Illusion-
ist - start time on DVD 
00:00 
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Name Fact Reference 

Simon Peter (son of John) A fisherman who was a close friend to Jesus. He 
recognised Jesus as being the Messiah but disowned 
Jesus but then repented (said “sorry”) and became the 
founder of the new church. 

Luke 22:31-34. Peter had disowned Jesus (Matthew 8:29-
33) but then Jesus trusts him again. 

James A fisherman and close friend of Jesus. He was the first 
disciple to be martyred for his belief. 

Acts12:1- 2 James was killed because he was a believer 
of Jesus and member of the church. 

John A fisherman and close friend to Jesus. He was known as 
being judgemental but loving. 

John 19:26-27 Jesus asked him to look after his mother 
and his mother to look after him. 

Andrew A fisherman who was encouraged to tell others about 
Jesus. 

John 1:35-42 Andrew found out about Jesus and 
encouraged his brother to find out more about the Messiah 
(Jesus). 

Philip A fisherman with a questioning attitude. John 14:8-11 Phillip asks Jesus to see the father, Jesus 
responds that if Phillip knows himself then he knows the 
father. 

Bartholomew (also called 
Nathanael) 

He was known because of his honesty. He became a 
disciple of Jesus. 

Mark 3:14-19 

Matthew (also called Levi) He was looked down on because he was a tax collector 
but he left that despised career to follow Jesus. 

Matt 9:9-13 Matthew started to follow Jesus and invited 
him to a party with his notorious friends. 

Thomas He was known as the doubter. He refused to believe Jesus 
was risen until he could see Jesus alive and touch his 
wounds. 

Matt 20:24-29 Thomas did not believe that Jesus was alive 
until he saw and felt him. Jesus appeared to him and 
helped restore Thomas’ faith in him. 

James (son of Alphaeus) He was a disciple of Jesus, not much is known about him. Matt 10:2-10 Jesus chose 12 disciples and told them to tell 
others about him. 

Thaddaeus (also called Judas 
son of James) 

Not the Judas who betrayed Jesus. He became a disciple 
of Jesus. 

John 14:22-24 Judas asked why Jesus revealed himself to 
his followers and not to anyone else. Jesus teaches that 
those who love and believe in him will obey his teaching. 

Simon the Zealot Became a disciple of Jesus. Mark 3:14-19 

Judas the Iscariot He betrayed Jesus because of his treacherous and greedy 
nature. He killed himself. 

John 12:4-6 Judas was a thief. Matt 26:14-16 Judas was 
involved in betraying Jesus and arresting him. Jesus knew 
that Judas would betray him Matt 26:21-25. To be a true 
friend of Jesus, it is not enough to just be familiar with 
Jesus’ teachings but also to love and obey him. 

Fact Sheet  -  Disciples 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

2  When or why do 
Christians (or members of 
other RTs) show their 
commitment?  
 
Look at the instigation of 
the Lord’s Supper / Holy 
Communion which is one of 
the ways that Christians 
show their commitment. 

Jesus was a Jew and therefore celebrated 
Passover. Passover is an annual celebration of 
God’s rescue of the Jewish people from slavery in 
Egypt. 
 
Read The Lion First Bible pages 428-435.  Jesus 
celebrated Passover each year. 
Explain that at the Passover supper, on the 
evening before he died, Jesus instigated the 
Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion / Eucharist).  
Taking part in this celebration is one way that 
Christians show their commitment.  
Different groups of Christians view communion 
differently.  Some celebrate communion 
everyday, others once a week, or once/twice a 
month.  Some Christians think that it keeps 
communion special to only celebrate it once a 
year. 
Watch DVD of Holy Communion services and 
invite a local minister to come to explain 
communion. 

Bible reference: 
Matthew 26 
John 13 and 14 
 
RE Quest DVD 
 
www.request.org.uk 
 

Year: Three Term: Spring Two Cluster:  Commitment Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Loyal and Steadfast 

Links with ‘Faith makes 
a difference’ DVD: 
Film clip 15: Creating 
Unity & Harmony, Iniial, 
Holy Communion - start 
time on DVD 04:22 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

3  What sort of a friend was 
Judas? 
 
Consider the Easter story, 
especially the Last Supper 
and the betrayal of Jesus 
by Judas. 

Consider the Last Supper again.  
Look at the betrayal of Jesus by Judas. John 
Chapters 13 and 18 will provide the majority of 
the source material for this lesson. 
 
Read John 13:1-2 then John 13:18-30. Tell the 
story of Judas’ betrayal.  
Ask the children to explain what happened in the 
story. This can be done as a comprehension 
activity.  
Ensure that you cover the question, What did 
Judas do?  
Look at the reason for Judas’ betrayal from his 
point of view. This can be done by watching the 
Miracle Maker video/DVD Palm Sunday clip that 
includes Judas’ imagination of what he thought 
would happen.  
 

Bible references: 
John 13: 1-2 
John 13: 18-30 
 
 
Miracle Maker DVD/Video 

Year: Three Term: Spring Two Cluster:  Commitment Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Loyal and Steadfast 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1  Why does the truth 
matter? 
 
Explore the injustices 
that can arise because lies 
are told.  

Discuss the different problems, 
misunderstandings, and unfairness that arise 
when lies are told: in school; at home; and in 
society.  
Role play scenarios where lies are told about one 
person in the group. How does it feel to be the 
one lied about? 
 
Tell the story of Naboth’s Vineyard. (1 Kings 21: 1
-16) 
Who told lies? 
Why? 
What happened to Naboth because of the lies? 
What happened to his vineyard? 
 
Read 2 Kings 9: 17-37, to be reassured that King 
Ahab and Queen Jezebel didn’t get away with it! 

Bible references: 
 
1 Kings 21: 1-16 
2 Kings 9: 17-37 

Year: Three Term: Summer One  Cluster:  Contemplation Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Open, Honest and Truthful 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

2  What does Christianity 
(or other RT) teach about 
honesty?  
 
 
Begin to understand that 
God knows everything 
about us. 

How do you feel when someone lies to you? 
How do you feel when you tell lies? 
Do you feel bad about the lies that no-one knows 
you have told? 
 
The truth matters. 
Look at 10 commandments number 9 (Exodus 20, 
The Lion First Bible pg 122-123) 
Then read Psalm 139:1-12. Having read this psalm, 
ask the children who knows about our 
truthfulness and lies no matter where we are? 
How do the children feel knowing that God knows 
our words before we say them (v4)? 
 
Spend some time thinking quietly about things 
they have said and done today, how do they feel 
now knowing that God knows everyone.  
Draw a picture, write a prayer or compose a diary 
entry relating to their feelings. 
 
Listen to “Father God you Love Me” in “Everyone’s 
Singing Lord”. 

Bible references: 
Exodus 20 
Psalm 139: 1-12 
 
Everyone’s Singing Lord 
A&C Black 
ISBN 0-7136-6372-3 
(Book and CD) 

Year: Three Term: Summer One  Cluster:  Contemplation Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Open, Honest and Truthful 

Links with ‘Faith makes a 
difference’ DVD: 
Film clip 22: Being Open, 
Honest & Truthful, Initial, 
Jewish shop scenario - 
start time on DVD 00:00 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

3  What does Islam (or 
other RT) teach about 
honesty? 
  
To begin to understand 
that Muslims believe that 
Allah knows everything, 
irrespective of whether a 
person is honest and 
truthful about their 
actions or not. 

How do you feel when you tell lies? 
Do you feel bad about the lies that no-one knows 
you have told? 
Do you think truth matters? 
Ask the children who knows about our 
truthfulness and lies no matter where we are. 
Ask the children how they feel knowing that Allah 
knows what we are about to say even before we 
say the words. 
 
Read The Story of The King and his Three 
Children (on next page). 
 
Discuss the story with the children. 
Key points Muslims believe that Allah sees, hears 
and knows the thoughts of everyone. 
Ask children to spend some time thinking quietly 
about things they have said and done today; how 
do they feel knowing that God knows everyone? 
Draw a picture, write a prayer or compose a diary 
entry relating to their feelings. 

The Story of The King and 
his Three Children (on next 
page). 

Year: Three Term: Summer One  Cluster:  Contemplation Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Open, Honest and Truthful 
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The King and his Three Children 
 

Once upon a time there was a king who had three sons who were identical triplets. The boys were nine 
years old and they were always trying to impress their father. The king always wondered which of his 
sons was the most honest and truthful. One day he decided to find out by setting them a test.  
The king summoned all three sons and gave them sweets. He then asked them to go and eat the sweets 
where no-one could see them and come back in three hours time. The winner of the task will get a prize. 
 
Adam the eldest triplet went to his bedroom, locked the door, closed the curtains and then ate all his 
sweets thinking all the while what an easy task his father had set and began to wonder what the prize 
was.  
Qasim the youngest of the triplets hid himself in the wardrobe and ate his sweets thinking the prize 
would definitely be his.  
Hassan looked everywhere and three hours later he still had not found himself a place where he could 
eat his sweets.  
All three sons returned to their father because the time was up. When the king saw Hassan still carrying 
his sweets he asked, ‘Hassan what happened?’ Qasim and Adam began to laugh and said in one voice, ‘How 
thick can you be, could you not think of any place where no-one would have seen you?’. Hassan looked at 
his father and said, ‘Father, I looked everywhere but I could not find a place where no-one was watch-
ing’. The king asked, ‘Why not?’ Hassan said, ‘Where ever I went Allah was watching, so how could I eat 
the sweets?’ The king smiled and gave Hassan the prize because he had won the task by showing his fa-
ther that he was honest and truthful and that he knew that Allah is always watching.     
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1  What is it like when you 
are really quiet? 
 
Exploring the idea, reason 
and purpose for being 
quiet and reflective 
through the story of 
Elijah.  

Children sit still for one minute, then discuss 
feelings and what they thought about. 
 
Tell the story of Elijah, 1 Kings 19: 4-13. God 
didn’t speak to him in the wind, earthquake or 
fire; he spoke to Elijah in a gentle whisper. 
Make cartoon strip of story. 
 
‘Hearing Voices’ game. Several loudly competing 
voices instruct the volunteer to go to different 
parts of the room. But the volunteer has been 
told which one voice to listen to and follows only 
their instructions. 
 
Listen to piece of music in silence.  

Bible reference: 
1 Kings 19: 4-13 
 
Suitable piece of music. 
 
 
 

Year: Three Term: Summer One  Cluster:  Contemplation Unit:  2 weeks 

Disposition: Being Silent and Attentive to, and Cultivating a Sense for, the Sacred and Transcendence 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

2  Why do Christians (or 
believers of other RTs) 
value silence?  
 
Understand why 
Christians value silence 
and times of reflection. 

Listen and watch footage of creation with 
relaxing music or listen to CD of relaxing music. 
 
Discuss the way many Christians use silence as a 
time for concentrating, thinking and reflecting. 
 
Look at a famous Christian who has used quiet 
times to reflect. For example, the former slave 
trader, John Newton, who is best known for 
writing the hymn “Amazing Grace”. 
 
Children write an acrostic poem on their 
reflections. 

CD of relaxing music 

Year: Three Term: Summer One  Cluster:  Contemplation Unit:  2 weeks 

Disposition: Being Silent and Attentive to, and Cultivating a Sense for, the Sacred and Transcendence 

Links with ‘Faith makes 
a difference’ DVD: 
Film clip 12: Being tem-
perate, exercising self-
discipline & cultivating 
serene contentment, 
Initial, Daily quiet time - 
start time on DVD 01:46 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1  What is courage? 
 
Introduce the concept of 
courage.  

Talk about a variety of situations, such as going 
to the dentist, facing creepy crawlies, owning up 
and saying ‘no’ to temptation. This could be done 
through looking at pictures, acting out a situation 
or just as a general discussion.  
 
Ask the children to rank the different kinds of 
courage described, and give reasons.  
Then they could draw or describe other 
situations that they personally would put on the 
scale that would require them to be courageous.  
 
Repeat devising their own courage charts. 

 

Year: Three Term: Summer Two Cluster:  Commitment Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Courageous and Confident 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

2  What do we learn about 
courage from religious 
stories? 
 
Explore courage through 
the Sikh story of Baisakhi.  

Sikhism  
Who was prepared to die for their Guru? Festival 
of Baisakhi.  
Recount the story of the first Baisakhi and what 
happened. Tell this and get some volunteers to re
-enact the story.  
 
Write about how they would feel if they were a 
member of the ‘crowd’. Ask the children to think 
about the story as a whole and how the ‘crowd’ 
would feel at different parts. Also discuss the 
feelings of the 5 volunteers who are called “Panj 
Pyare” meaning “5 blessed ones”.  
 

Celebrations - Baisakhi   
ISBN 0431138044  

Year: Three Term: Summer Two Cluster:  Commitment Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Courageous and Confident 

Links with ‘Faith makes 
a difference’ DVD: 
Film clip 16: Participat-
ing & Willing to Lead, 
Initial, Band with no 
name - start time on 
DVD 00:00 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

3  What do we learn about 
courage from religious 
stories? 
 
Explore courage through 
the Christian story of 
Gideon.  

Read the story of Gideon from Judges 7: 1-21 
Using a paper chain of 32 soldiers (each soldier 
represents 1000 men) show the children how 
drastically God reduced the size of Gideon’s 
army.  
Discuss how the 300 men, who set out to defeat 
the Midianites, must have felt. 
Consider turning this lesson into a class assembly 
on courage.  
 

Bible reference:  
Judges 7: 1-21 
 
Paper chain of 32 soldiers  

Year: Three Term: Summer Two Cluster:  Commitment Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Courageous and Confident 

http://www.birmingham-asc.org.uk/disposition_cluster_1.php�
http://www.birmingham-asc.org.uk/�
http://www.birmingham-asc.org.uk/disposition_full.php?dispositionID=20�


Exemplar Material for a school with majority Christian pupils Cluster Example 1 Teacher Guidance 

Exemplar by Sue Fearon, Claire Finkel, Zahida Hussain, Rosemary Sargent, Simone Whitehouse 
Updated 15 December 2010             www.birmingham-asc.org.uk        Page 48 

Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

1  What was Martin Luther 
King ’s dream about the 
future? 
 
Develop an understanding 
of the aspirations for 
society of a committed 
Christian.   
 

Martin Luther King - I have a dream.  
 
Introduce Martin Luther King and the social 
situation in America. Talk to the children about 
how black and white people were treated 
differently. Explain that some people wanted to 
challenge these rules.  
Martin Luther King delivered a very powerful and 
moving speech about his dream for the future.  
 
During the course of the lesson cover the content 
of the speech, the consequences and post speech 
reaction (including Martin Luther’s death.)  
 
 

There are some excellent 
resources available readily 
via the web for this, 
including “You Tube “. 
 
“I Have a Dream” - The 
Story of Martin Luther 
King  
Neil Tongue 
ISBN 0-7500-2906-4 

Year: Three Term: Summer Two Cluster:  Commitment Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Hopeful and Visionary 

Links with ‘Faith makes a 
difference’ DVD: 
Film clip 19: Being Hopeful 
& Visionary, Initial, Paul & 
Barney’s place - start time 
on DVD 02:24 
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Week  Date Questions Activities Resources 

2/3  What do you hope for the 
future? 
 
Encourage the children to 
explore their own 
aspirations for the future 
of society.  

Talk to the children about the end of Year 3 and 
moving on to Year 4. Discuss what they would like 
to happen during the next academic year, 
focusing on what they would like to achieve.  
Move on to the idea that as well as taking part in 
the future of this school, they will also take part 
in the future of this country and the world.  
 
What do you want for the future in your life? 
What do you want for the future in our country? 
What do you want for the future of the world? 
 
Ask the children to create a three circle diagram, 
with the child in the middle. Ask the children to 
write ideas for each of the three questions in 
these circles. 
  
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
                

Year: Three Term: Summer Two Cluster:  Commitment Unit:  3 weeks 

Disposition: Being Hopeful and Visionary 

My life 

My country 

My world 
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